ts 
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laſt. And thata freegenerall Aſſembly was the ordinarie remedie a p= 
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T. ' Aving ſeriouſly confidered withour ſelyes that nothing in this + 
world is fo pretious, andought tobe fo deare unto us as our Rev - * 
ligion,thar the diſcales ofthis Kirk after long toicration did threaten - 
moleſſethanher owae ruine, and expiring ofthe tructh of Religion at 


pointed by divine aarhoritie, and bleſfed by divine providence in o- 
*therKirks, andaſtera ſperiall manner/in' the Kirk of Scotland; Wee * 
:have often and ages fs acer for the ſfame;and have laboured ro  \ 

remove what was objected, or what we could concieve tobee any ©» 

hinderanceto the obtaining of our defire, like as wee have now. for 
the —___ endrefolved co returne this Arſwer to the particulars 
proponed to bee performed by us before an Aſſembly be indicted, = 

The particulars preponed are either matters Eccleſiaſtick or civil; 

Ecclefiaſtick or kirk matters are, the Firſt concerning Miniſters de- 
-poſed or ſuſpended by the presbyteries, fince the firſt of Februar laſt 

without warrant ofthe Ordinar, that they bee reponed to their own 
places. The ſecond concerningModeratorsof presbytrys depoſed fince 

the forſaid day to be reponed, and all Moderators appointed by the 
faid presbyteries without warrant forfaid to deſiſt from executing 
the ogiceof Moderator. The third anent Miniſtersadmitred {incethe 

Hay forfaid that they deſiſt fro exerciſing the funRion of the Miniſtes 

rieinthatplace to which they had beene admitred, Theſe three par- 

ticulars doe concernethe power, dueric and particular fats or faults 

of presbyreries where in wet have no power to judge and determine 

whether theyhave lawfully proceeded ornot, far leflecan wee urge or 
commandrthem toalter or recall what theghave derermined or ; PE: 
inthe ſaſpetding,depofing oradmitting &FMinifters or Moderators: | 
they beeing properly ſabjeRtto the ſuperiour Aſſemblies of the Kirk, 

and inthis caſe andcondition of the Kirke, tothe generall Aﬀſembly, 

where ifthey ſhall nor after tryall juſtifie their proceedings fromthe 

good warrants of Sceiptiire, #eaſon, and ofthe aRts and *prattiies of 

the Kirk, they ought ſuſtaine their one deſerved cenfure, Ahd fince 

pponthe onefide'there be fnany complathts againſt the Prelares for: 

theiruſurpation over Presbyteties in the like particnlars: 4:id'onthe 
other fidethere beeſach gomplaints of the doings* and*diforders 'of 
_ presbyteries to the off:nce of the Prelats, Wee truſt that his Majeſti- © 
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- the want wherof makes diſorders to be multiply 


”  esCommilſioner ner will not eſteeme this to bee ah Hinderance of the ins © 

|.  rotive with ſpeed toconveen the ſame, as the proper ludicatorie for 
bs dcter mining fuch dangerous ard,uniyerfall differencesofthe Kirke. .: 

7 Neitherdoe wee hearethatany Miniſters are depoſed, but ſome on- 

*. "Ty ſuſpended during this interim, till a generall Aſſembly for their 


diction ofagenerall Aſſembly: bur rather a powerfull and principall 


erroniousdodrine and flagitious life:Sq that it weze moſt offenſive to- 


+ God, diſgracefullto bali 2a and ſcandalousto the people to repone. 
them to their places till they derried and cenſared,. Andoonctrning | 


Moderators none of them: ( as we underſtand) are depoſed, butſome 
only changed, which is verie ordinarie in this Kirk. 

The fourth, anent the reparing of Parochinars to their own kieks, 
& that Elders alliſt their Miniſter in the diſcipline of the Kirk, ought 
to bee cognoſced and judged by the particular Presbyterie to which 
the Parochioers and Elders arc ſubjeR, ſince the caufe may bee inthe 


|  Miniſtersnoleſſe than the Parochinars and Elders, And'incaſe they 


find noredrefſe there, to aſcend till they come to «gong Almbly, 
In presdyte=- 


To the ſixth, that Miniſters waite upon their owne Kirks, & that 
noneofthem come to the aſſembly or place where the fame is kees 
ped: butſuchas ſhall bee choſen Commiſſionars from presbyteries. 

-Wee anſwere, that none are to come fothe place ofthe aſſem» . 
bly, butſach asare cither allowed, by commiſhon, orother-wiſe 


 -  haveſuchimereFas they can approveto his Majeſtics CommiſGonar, 


and the Afﬀſembly conveened. | 

To the ſeveuth, ancntthe appointing-of Moderators of presbyre- 
ries to. be CommiſſGonars to the genertll aſſemblyz only conſtant Mo- 
deratours, who ceaſed long fince, were found inthe afſembly/1606 
(which yet was never reputed by this Kirk to be a lawfull national a- 
fmbly ) to be neceſſarie members ofa generall aſſembly. Andifboth- 


.  theModerators, who if they bee necefſarie members neednor to bee 


choſen, and {rhe} choſen Commiſſionars repare to. the aſſembly: 
the Ademblyit (elf can judge beſt of the members where-of it ought 


to bee conſlicute.. © _., - I AS21 
. Tothe nynth, that no laick whatſoever meddle with the chooſing 


-- of Commiſſionars for the presbyteries, aud no'Miniſter without his 


- @wne presbyteric: Wee ſay that according tothe order ofthe Kirk 


TREES 


none 


- £ ; 


from vs. and ſhall hinder others ſo faras we may, -and it any. trouble 
Grp caben phi ay 7m orien of ov vl rTwEe 2 

ance,except-by argerof Law: the parties are jatty. puniſhable ac 
cording to the degrie of their fqultas otherſubjets are... 1”, 

Tothe tenth, _—_ the diffolving of all convocations8& meer. 
iogs and the peaceablenefic ofthe Countrie:: Theſe meetings beeing- 
keeped for no other end, but for conſulting. about lawfull remedies 
againſt fuch prefling grieyances as threaten thedefolation.of this kirk 
and State, cannot be diflolyed till the evills be removed:And we truſb 
that nothing in theſe our meetings hath eſcaped us,: which carryeths 
in it the ſmalleſt appearance of undutictullnefle, or which may ſeeme ' 
to tend tothe breach of the commort peace; But although our adver- 
faries haye heerein calumniated us, yet we have alwayesſo behaved, 
our ſelyes as beſceemed his Majeſties moſt humble and loyall fubjets: 
petitioning his Majeſtic for a legall redrefle of our juft grievances. 

To the laſt, concerning the Covenant: The Commiſſioner his G. 
having many times and mo inſtantly prefied us wyth that point. We 
did firſt by invincible reaſons make manifeſt that we could not with - 
out ſinning againſt God and our conſciences,andwithout wrong done. 
to this Nationall Kirk,and the poſtexitie , reſcind or alterthe ſame. 


And thereafter did it length cleatethe fame of all unlawſull combi- 
pplicagien & declaration which 


nation againſt authority by ourlaſF $ 

his Majeſties Commilfligaarace predas the moſt readie and power- 

full ofall other meanes which ev a within the compaſie of our- 

thoughts to give his Majeſtic farisſaftio 

Confcffion of Faith and Covenant, becing an a fo evidently tending: 

to the glorie of God, the Kings honor, and happincſk of thekings 
F "rp OMe. 


Pp. The ſubſcriptionof this our- 
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airs MO oeds n (= poor pk te, and bear 
; 4700s erate oy 1 pe "» 
| a Akers of the ſame comfort: Like a&wee fin®Gur ſelves bottndl by 
'- conſe ienceand by the Coycaanc ir ſelfs to perfwade all his Majeſtic 
| good Subj:&sro.joyar with us fyrthe good of Religion, his Maje- 
© -ſties honour, (earn x nmmgoPenr Kingdome, which being mo- 
2 deftly ukdibyus wichouripteſſi gorthreatniog of the meaneſt, wee: 
+- - hope hall never give this Ma feftcathe leateatſe'of Yilcontedt, | 
. Secingtherefore according to our powet and intereſt we'are | 
willing ro remove all hinderances, that thinges may detect in a 
- Reaccablemanner ole of our-profeſsion and Covenant, doeayme 
- ar-nothing:batithe goo! yoo eporny and preſervation of the 
©. Kink, which-hy(con <Lombuſtion-i 1s" likes err 
”. ately _— excepriret 
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